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e PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT

The Society for Social Studies of Science (4S) and the
European Association for the Study of Science and
Technology (EASST) will hold their Join
t
4S/EASST Conference 2000
O Worlds in Transition: Technoscience, Citizenship and
Culture in the 21st Century
September 27 - 30, 2000 at theUniversity of Vienna,
Austria

Organizer: Department of Philosophy of Science and
Social Studies of Science (University of Vienna)
Contact person: Univ. Prof. Dr. Ulrike Felt

Judith Kroell (4SEASST@univie.ac.at)

A more detailed call for session proposals as well as for
paper proposals will be mailed out in the next weeks. A
web-page will be available for extensive

informations, accessible through:

<http: //www.univie.ac.at/Wissenschaftstheorie/>
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Dear Friends!

I am writing to inform about the publication of my
bookcalled "Relational Mechanics”, in English, in
Canada.

It deals with Mach's principle and the origin of
inertia,Weber's force, Einstein's theories of relativity,
absorptionof gravity, Weber's electrodynamics, history
of mechanics,Hubble's law, the cosmic background
radiation and cosmology.

More details like Table of Contents,Preface, how to
order etc. can be found in thePublisher homepage
(Apeiron):
<http://redshift.vif.com>
or in my updated homepage:

<http://www.ifi.unicamp.br/assis>

If possible, please inform your friends, students
andcollaborators about this publication.

It would be greatif you could include this information in
any mailinglist or discussion groups in which you
participate.

Thank you in advance foryour help to divulge this new
book. Cheers, Andre.

Dr. Andre Koch Torres Assis

E-mail: assis@ifi.unicamp.br
Institute of Physics

Homepage:< www.ifi.unicamp.br/ assis>
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U DEMOCRATIC POLITICS OF TECHNOLOGY: THE

MISSING HALF
Using Democratic Criteria in Participatory Technology
Decisions

Friends & Colleagues:

This is one in an occasional series on the democratic
politics ofresearch, science, and technology issued free
of charge by thenonprofit Loka Institute. To be added
to the Loka Alert E-mail list,or to reply to this post,
please send a message to <Loka@Loka.org>.To be
removed from the list, send an E-mail with no subject or
messagetext to <loka-alert-
unsubscribe@egroups.com>. (If that fails, justnotify
us at <Loka@Loka.org>). IF YOU ENJOY LOKA ALERTS,

PLEASEINVITE INTERESTED FRIENDS & COLLEAGUES

TO SUBSCRIBE TOO. Thanks!

This Loka Alert announces a new Loka Institute
project on"ldentifying Democratic Technologies."
Further information about thisproject is on the Web at
<http://www.Loka.org/idt/intro.htm>. We
alsoannounce the availability of Loka Institute student
internships.

Cheers to all,
Dick Sclove, Founder & Research Director
The Loka Institute, P.O. Box 355, Amherst, MA
01004, USA
E-mail <Loka@Loka.org>,

O Web <http://www.Loka.org>
Tel. +1-413-559-5860; Fax +1-413-559-5811

(1) DEMOCRATIC POLITICS OF TECHNOLOGY: THE

MISSING HALF

Using Democratic Criteria in Participatory Technology
Decisions

by Dick Sclove, E-mail <Sclove@Loka.org> :Founder &
Research Director, The Loka Institute

No nation on earth has an effective system for
taking intoaccount the profound effects that
technologies exert on basic socialand political
structures, including on democratic values
andinstitutions. The absence of such a capability
stunts fulfilment ofthe democratic promise, thwarting
people's opportunities to establishthe lives,
communities, and societies they wish.

In response, the Loka Institute has launched a new
project on"ldentifying Democratic Technologies.”" Our
objective is to developparticipatory tools for evaluating
crucial but neglected socialrepercussions produced by
technologies. If successful, such tools canfunction as
alternatives to the economically-grounded methods
(such ascost-benefit analysis) that, despite their
inability to take intoaccount technologies' impacts on
basic social structure, todaydominate decisions about
technology.

Our immediate effort involves adapting "scenario
workshops onurban sustainability” -- a participatory
technology assessment methoddeveloped recently in
Europe -- to incorporate the debate and use ofcriteria
for evaluating technologies' social and
politicalsignificance. The criteria that we will use as a
starting pointderive from my 1995 book _Democracy
and Technology_ (New York andLondon: Guilford
Press).

"The issues with which the Loka Institute's projecton
Identifying Democratic Technologies plans tograpple
seem of fundamental significance to me. lanticipate
the results to prove of deep interestacross a wide
variety of contexts of application,be it in Europe, the
United States, or elsewhere."

-- Francisco Fernandez, Principal
Administrator,European Commission Innovation
Program

An essay introducing the Loka Institute's new
project onldentifying Democratic Technologies
appears on the Web at<http://www.Loka.org/idt/
intro.htm>. The table of contents of thatessay is
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shown below:

DEMOCRATIC POLITICS OF TECHNOLOGY
:THE MISSING HALF

Contents
1. Democratizing Technology: Historical & Theoretical
Background (2 pages)
2. Debating & Applying Democratic Design Criteria (1
page)
3. European Scenario Workshops (2 pages)
4. Using Democratic Criteria Within Scenario
Workshops on UrbanSustainability (3 pages)

Table 1: Questions For Examining Technologies'
Political Effects
5. Democratic Politics Versus Economics-As-Usual (1/
2 page)
6. Next Steps (including What You Can Do) (1/2 page)

(I1) LOKA INSTITUTE INTERNSHIPS

The Loka Institute has openings for volunteers,
graduate andundergraduate student interns, and work-
study students for late fall1999 and beyond. The
activities in which interns are involved varyfrom
research assistance and writing to assisting in
projectdevelopment and management, fundraising,
managing our Internetlists, Web page updates, helping
with clerical and other office work,etc. We strive to
tailor internships to match your individualinterests. If
you are interested in working with us to promote
ademocratic politics of research, science and
technology, please send ahard copy resume along with
a succinct letter explaining yourinterest, and stating
the dates you would like to be at Loka, to:Volunteer &
Internship Coordinator, The Loka Institute, P.O. Box
355,Amherst, MA 01004, USA. You may also fax these
materials to us at+1-(413)-559-5811.

(111) ABOUT THE LOKA INSTITUTE
The Loka Institute is a nonprofit organization

dedicatedto making research, science and technology
responsive todemocratically decided social and
environmental concerns. CurrentLoka projects include:

0 The Community Research Network

o Deliberative Citizens' Panels on Science &
Technology

o ldentifying Democratic Technologies

o Building a Constituency for Democratizing
Research, Science & Technology

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE LOKA INSTITUTE, to
participate in ouron-line discussion groups, to
download or order publications, or tohelp please visit
our Web page: <http://www.Loka.org>. Or contact
usvia E-mail at <Loka@Loka.org>.( oooooono)
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